
So You Want to Adopt A Goat…. 
Below is some helpful information for new goat owners, as well as information specific to our 
goats that will be useful in transitioning to their new home.  
 
Goats are herd animals, and absolutely need other goats for company. For this reason, we 
require new adopters to either own goats already, or to adopt a pair of goats.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at the address below: Katie Malloy, 
Farm Manager: kmalloy90@gmail.com 

 
● Outside 

○ Minimum amount of recommended pasture per goat is 250 square feet. Goats 
are browsers, not grazers, meaning they eat shrubs, low branches, etc. - much 
like deer. They will not mow your lawn. Consider researching pasture rotation to 
keep your goats healthy. 

○ Goats require high (at least 4 ft tall), secure fencing that must be checked and 
maintained regularly. If using electric fencing, they must be properly trained to 
the fence, or they could be severely injured. Our goats are trained to electric 
fence netting, but will need to be re-trained periodically. 

○ Goats love to climb. They enjoy being up high, especially while sleeping or 
lounging. It is recommended that they be given objects they can play and jump 
on, such as wooden spools or stumps, benches, tables, etc. Make sure these 
items are not too close to the fence, as they will use them to jump over and 
escape. 

● Inside 
○ Goats should have access to shelter at all times. A minimum of 20 square feet 

per goat is recommended. Additional warmth is generally not necessary in the 
winter if your shelter is draft free and dry, but if it is exceptionally cold, they will 
appreciate a sweater and a heat lamp. 

● Diet 
○ While goats are often pictured as indiscriminate eaters, they are actually quite 

picky. Goats should have: 
■ Water - fresh, clean water available at all times. Goats enjoy having cold 

water in the heat, and hot water in the winter. Goats will not drink soiled 
water. 

■ Hay - good quality, fresh hay (alfalfa hay is best) should be available at all 
times. Using a manger for hay is best, since goats will generally not eat 
soiled hay off the floor/ground. It also wastes less hay. 

■ Minerals - loose, goat-specific minerals should be available at all times.  
■ Baking soda - should be available at all times. This helps combat bloat. 
■ Grain - dairy goats require a small amount of grain - too much will cause 

them to be overweight, so their portions should be carefully monitored. If 



you change grain brands, gently transition between the two by mixing the 
two grains together for a week first. 

● 1 tablespoon twice a day for goats under 6 months 
● ⅛-¼ cup twice a day per goat for adults 
● ¼-½ cup twice a day per goat for milking adults 

■ Treats and extras - goats love fresh greens, especially carrot tops, 
apples, grapes, and carrots. They will happily munch on old Christmas 
trees and extra branches. Goat treats are good in small amounts. 

● Care 
○ Goats should have their hooves trimmed once per month, and should receive 

yearly vaccinations. Check with your vet for more information. 
○ Goats will need to be wormed regularly. Check with your vet for more 

information. 
 
 
 


